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News Brief 
 

 The Cabinet has approved two proposals for observing the December 9 as the International Anti-

Corruption Day while April 6 as the International Sports Day. The Cabinet meeting also endorsed the draft 

of an agreement to be signed between Bangladesh and Sri Lanka on visa exemption of diplomatic and 

official passport holders. At the outset of the meeting, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina unveiled 71 

commemorative postage stamps and the First Day Covers with photos of genocide and war crimes during 

the War of Liberation in 1971. The Prime Minister while presiding over the meeting at Bangladesh 

Secretariat yesterday ordered ministries and agencies to carry out more publicity of the government’s 

achievements.  

 World Population Day-2017 is being observed today across the country as elsewhere in the world with 

a call to develop the nation by family planning and empowering people. President Md. Abdul Hamid and 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina issued separate messages on the occasion. The President, in his massage, 

called upon different agencies and NGOs to work alongside the government for further improvement of the 

health sector. The Prime Minister in her massage urged all concerned to ensure the optimum utilization of 

service infrastructures at grassroots in the case of reproductive healthcare, family planning, maternal and 

child healthcare services.  

 President Md. Abdul Hamid has urged Swiss entrepreneurs to invest in Bangladesh’s economic zones 

availing of the country’s investment-friendly atmosphere. “The government has a plan to establish about 100 

Special Economic Zones across the country to ensure an inclusive economic growth. Switzerland can invest 

in these economic zones,” he said. The President was talking to outgoing Swiss Ambassador in Dhaka 

Christian Martin Fotsch as the envoy met him at Bangabhaban yesterday. 

 The 63rd Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference, the largest annual gathering of the Commonwealth 

Parliamentarians Association (CPA), is set to take place in Dhaka in early November. The CPA Bangladesh 

Branch and the Jatiya Sangsad will host the event, Speaker Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury told reporters at 

her office in parliament yesterday. 

 Finance Minister AMA Muhith yesterday told Parliament that the daily average transaction of money 

through mobile financial services (MFS) is around Tk 844 crore. The average number of daily transaction is 

49.05 lakh. Mentioning that 17 organisations are currently providing MFS, Minister Muhith said the number 

of MFS agents is 7.46 lakh while that of clients is 5.26 crore.   

 Three separate Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) were signed yesterday in Dhaka with 

Singapore Business Federation (SBF) aiming to promote bilateral trade and cooperation. Speaking at the 

signing ceremony, Industries Minister Amir Hossain Amu said bilateral trade between Bangladesh and 

Singapore was heavily tilted toward Singapore. He said that the flow of investment from Singapore is 

increasing over the years. He added that employment opportunities for 25,387 persons have reportedly been 

created by the FDI and joint-venture investments from Singapore. 

 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi yesterday called upon the international 

community to continue their support to Bangladesh over Rohingya refugees with resource mobilisation 

saying the solution to the problem lies with Myanmar. Addressing a press conference at a city hotel, the 

UNHCR chief laid emphasis on implementation of citizenship verification process efficiently which would 

help unblock all the remaining barriers to the solution. 

 Dhaka has requested Kuala Lumpur to extend the timeframe for registration in the enforcement card (e-

card) programme for Bangladeshi workers staying in Malaysia. Bangladesh High Commission in Kuala 

Lumpur in a letter made the request, as many workers failed to avail the opportunity due to different reasons, 

including involvement of middlemen in the process. 

 Almost 1,500 members of the Ansar force, who have been acquitted of mutiny charges, will get back 

their jobs. The High Court directed yesterday the government to reappoint the Ansar members who were 

earlier sacked from their duties following Ansar mutiny in 1994. 

 DSEX, the prime index of the Dhaka Stock Exchange rose at 52.89 points to finish at 5,827. 

 
 

 
Kamrun Nahar 

Principal Information Officer 
Ph-02- 9546091 

mailto:piddhaka@gmail.com
mailto:piddhaka@yahoo.com
http://www.pressinform.portal.gov.bd/

